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MID WEST ACADEMY OF SPORT 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [2.03 pm]: I rise to update the house on 
the progress of the establishment of the Mid West Academy of Sport, which was funded as part of the 
$3.6 million regional talent development network package through royalties for regions. Having spent many 
years travelling through the midwest, I am aware firsthand of the strength of the local sporting community and 
that the region consistently produces high-quality sportsmen and sportswomen. I am also aware that the 
challenges associated with travelling to and from Perth have also limited the development of a number of 
promising young athletes. This is the reason I have advocated strongly for the establishment of a local sporting 
academy to nurture talent in the midwest. I am pleased to announce that I have approved funding of $550 000 
over the next three years, and that the Mid West Academy of Sport is due to commence operations in January 
2014. 

The Mid West Academy of Sport will be open to all sports and will provide an exceptional home training 
environment for talented midwest athletes. However, not only the athletes will benefit from this project; 
development scholarships will also be available to coaches and officials to improve the overall capacity of the 
sporting community in the midwest. The athletes’ scholarships will provide sports science, athlete education and 
high-level coaching close to home, which should significantly reduce the need for athletes to travel to Perth or 
elsewhere to receive essential services. Coaches and officials will also be able to access increased development 
opportunities. The academy provides an opportunity to increase the number of high-performing athletes 
produced in the midwest. Importantly, though, the skills and knowledge of coaches and officials will extend the 
benefits of the academy throughout grassroots sport in the midwest, and this will have a positive effect on the 
number of elite athletes produced in this important region. 
 


	MID WEST ACADEMY OF SPORT
	Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation


